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Ordering parts 
Below is a table of all the parts you will need for the swiftbox: 
 
 

Component Available from  Supplier link Price 

Timer (65719) 
Toolstation Timer £4.99 

Junction Box (2 needed 
per swift box) 30645 

Toolstation Junction box £2.98 (1.49 each) 

USB-A to Micro USB 
Charging Cable (3 
pack) 

Amazon Cable £7.70 

MicroSD Cards  Argos SD card £6.99 

MP3 player Ebay MP3 Player £1.19 

Speaker 2W 50 ohm CPC Speaker £2.29 

USB charger Plug x4 Amazon Plug £11.99 (2.99 each) 

Speaker cable (5m, 
total cost 5.39 for 25m) 

Screwfix Cable £5.39 

Total   43.52 

 
 
Despite the price for one being £43.52, this averages out to £26.80 when re-using the 
multipacks. 
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https://www.toolstation.com/axiom-24-hour-compact-mechanical-timer-13a/p65719
https://www.toolstation.com/ip55-junction-box/p30645
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Amazon-Basics-Charging-Transfer-Gold-Plated/dp/B072J1BSV6/ref=asc_df_B072J1BSV6?tag=bingshoppinga-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=79920958430162&hvnetw=o&hvqmt=e&hvbmt=be&hvdev=c&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=41402&hvtargid=pla-4583520421104479&msclkid=5cffa8d8b125116feb75c1ed75b69980&th=1
https://www.argos.co.uk/product/7314751?clickPR=plp:1:24&_gl=1*5k7rg8*_up*MQ..*_gs*Nw..*_ga*MTE0NTU3OTI2My4xNzY1MTMxODIz*_ga_JWCPD5SJK1*czE3NjUxMzE4MjMkbzEkZzAkdDE3NjUxMzE4MjMkajYwJGwwJGgxNTc5NTEwNzAz&gclid=49d1f2938a6a16e4f1ee9ba64f10c9a4&gclsrc=3p.ds
https://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/192126174351
https://cpc.farnell.com/visaton/k50-8ohm/loudspeaker-waterproof-8-ohm-2/dp/LS04221?mckv=sshopping_dc%7Cpcrid%7C224680571758%7Ckword%7C%7Cmatch%7C%7Cplid%7C%7Cslid%7C%7Cproduct%7CLS04221%7Cpgrid%7C46864214357%7Cptaid%7Cpla-374151146852%7C&CMP=KNC-GUK-CPC-SHOPPING-945736535-46864214357-LS04221&s_kwcid=AL!5616!3!224680571758!!!network%7d!374151146852!&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=945736535&gbraid=0AAAAAD_m6B1w_I5pmmlbwrPK7nxkZjmvj&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI85mf7PPVkAMV1YlQBh3-NiiZEAQYAiABEgK5qvD_BwE
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Adaptor-Charger-Adapter-Charging-Samsung-White/dp/B0FL75YHRQ/ref=sxin_16_pa_sp_search_thematic_sspa?content-id=amzn1.sym.17453538-b588-460a-821c-68e228218b8f%3Aamzn1.sym.17453538-b588-460a-821c-68e228218b8f&crid=HPB5SA1ZUI81&cv_ct_cx=usb+charger+plug&keywords=usb+charger+plug&pd_rd_i=B0FL75YHRQ&pd_rd_r=e320eefe-32e3-4d0c-b357-d3cb91bc0128&pd_rd_w=e62hE&pd_rd_wg=Jbf53&pf_rd_p=17453538-b588-460a-821c-68e228218b8f&pf_rd_r=JX9X8SBYYPGHWYBHXP03&qid=1762171862&s=electronics&sbo=RZvfv%2F%2FHxDF%2BO5021pAnSA%3D%3D&sprefix=usb+charger+plug%2Celectronics%2C86&sr=1-1-76163601-3bc5-4bd6-b454-ded14c50366a-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9zZWFyY2hfdGhlbWF0aWM&psc=1
https://www.screwfix.com/p/time-black-red-24-strand-speaker-cable-25m-coil/483JY?tc=XT6&gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22599672207&gbraid=0AAAAAD8IdPwZPCp2zmlI4C45swnaMgYCo&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI6NjSyfjVkAMVs5NQBh2bswbyEAQYBSABEgLYtfD_BwE


 

 

Making a Swiftbox 
 

What you will need:  
-​ A small phillips head screwdriver 
-​ Scissors 
-​ Patience  

 
Get your MP3 player in front of you. The different areas you will be using are highlighted below 
 

 

Charging the box 
 
First, the easy steps. You can plug in the cable to the charger head to make a full charger. The 
other end of the cable will fit into the MP3 player.  

Adding the sound 
 
Next, take your SD card. You will need to add the swift call onto this. We have used the 
following swift calls: Our Swift calls. However you can use any you find.  
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https://www.wildlifegroundswell.org.uk/blogbasicgrids/8x7i0ft7crlbjqnonj0t937y46p8fh


 

Download these calls onto a device that will take a memory card (your phone or laptop). Insert 
the Micro SD in and move the downloaded swift call onto the memory card. If there are lots of 
places to put it, go for ‘music’ or ‘audio’. Once placed on the SD card, take this out and place it 
into the slot on the MP3 player. 
 

Connecting the speaker 
 
Finally, to connect the speaker. This is the fiddliest part, you will want to first work out the length 
of wire you need between your plug and where the swift box will be. Cut the wire to this length. 
 
The speaker you have ordered will have a connector already, looking like the following.  

 
The speaker wires are black and red and already placed in the connector, you will need to strip 
the wires and simply push the correct wire so it connects to the right colour through the 
connector.  
 
To strip a wire, you will need to grab some small scissors and gently slice the outside plastic of 
the wire. You will want to do this so only the plastic is cut. This does not have to be perfect, the 
end result should look like the following: 
 

4 



 

 
 
Do the same to the other side of the wire to insert it into the MP3 player in the section below 

 
To insert the wire you’ll need that small screwdriver. In that blue section are two screws. To fit 
the wires in you will need to unscrew them till you can push the wire in and then rescrew them 
over the wire so they stick. 

Putting it all together 
 
That’s all you will need! Now to put it all together. Place the speaker in one junction box and the 
MP3 player in another to protect them from the elements. Put up the junction box with the 
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speaker wherever you want it. Plug the MP3 player into the timer and then plug it into a socket 
in your home. You’ll hear the swifts!  
 
This will replay the swifts over and over so you will want to use the timer to set these times. 

Swift timer info 

Time settings:  
-​ Set the timer to 6:30 - 8:30 and 19:00 - 21:30 

 

Playing period: 
 
Option 1:  

-​ 1st week of May until mid August 
 
Option 2: 

-​ 1st week of May until mid June and then mid July until mid August 
 
Option 3: 

-​ 3rd week of May (prospecting non-breeders arrive) until second week of June 
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